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I write the following as a straightforward statement on the issue of
the coronavirus and the church.  I am a full time preacher of the
gospel who works part time as a registered nurse in a local
emergency dept.  Prior to preaching I earned a bachelor of science in
nursing and practiced full time in the cardiac and emergency
department settings for five years.  With all that said, I feel
inadequate to make authoritative opinions on the coronavirus issue,
so I have tried my best to stay with facts from credible sources.  If I
learned nothing else from nursing research studies, it was to cite
from a credible source.

Many Christians I know are not taking the coronavirus seriously.
Some have refused to cancel any extra services, considering such a
decision to manifest a lack of faith in God.  Others have toyed with the
idea of forsaking public worship altogether until the pandemic ends.
I will start off stating hard facts about the coronavirus epidemic in the
U.S.; afterward, I will make some pointed observations about how the
church should respond in light of these facts.

 The world is panicking, (Source: the internet).
 As of March 17th, only 37,824 specimens have been tested in the

U.S. due to inadequate testing measures,
(Source- National Center for Immunization and Respiratory
Diseases (NCIRD), Division of Viral Diseases).
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-
updates/testing-in-us.html)



 7,087 confirmed cases in the U.S. is a gross underreporting of the
actual number of cases and even associated deaths due to our
limited testing,
(Source: Center for Disease Control Coronavirus Dashboard)
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/685d0ace521648f8a5be
eeee1b9125cd

 The coronavirus does not kill on contact.  It is a mild to
moderate respiratory virus that to this point shows higher risk
in certain population groups than others, (Source- CDC).
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-
guidance-management-patients.html#foot09

 Hand hygiene is still the best preventative measure against the
virus,
(Source- Dr. Benjamin Cowling of the Chinese CDC division and
associate editor of the Emerging Infectious Diseases Journal).

 The biggest concern and reason for social distancing initiatives
is to reduce the spread of infection, preventing an
overwhelming of hospital systems such as occurred in Italy and
is precipitating in Seattle, New York City, and Boston currently.
The “flatten the curve” motto is in connection with this effort to
reduce hospital stress.  The effort is not about you getting the
virus necessarily, but about you not spreading the virus and
causing collateral damage,
(Source- Wall Street Journal).
https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-city-had-a-coronavirus-
warning-sign-spikes-in-er-visits-11584567932

 Social distancing is not exactly evidence based yet, but this
practice has the best rationale backing of any non-
pharmacological intervention while we wait for vaccines and
antiviral agents to be developed and aid in slowing down the
virus,
(Source- CDC).



https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-
0995_article?fbclid=IwAR2F6VaEJAYP530wJsZn9H-
7meT7liyuqnO5gH54EhNS7SAfuFOrSl36R1Y

 There is as much evidence for bigfoot, UFO’s, flat earth theory,
spontaneous generation of life forms, man not landing on the
moon, and Area 51 conspiracy theories as there is for the
Democratic Party causing the breakout of coronavirus in China
in order to crash the U.S. economy and ruin Trump’s 2021
election campaign,
(Source- lack of empirical evidence and human reasoning).

 On March 16th President Trump advised there be no gatherings
of more than 10 people in a single location,
(Source- New York Times).
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/16/world/live-coronavirus-
news-updates.html

 On March 16th & 17th, the governor of Iowa and the mayor of
Springfield, MO and Joplin, MO respectively declared it a
misdemeanor offense to gather in groups of up to 50 people: the
penalties for breaking this new legislation being a $1,000 fine to
180 days in jail,
(Source- City of Springfield website, News 7 of Iowa, and local
reporting in Joplin).

With this said, the leadership of the church where I attend and preach
has issued the following public announcement as of today, March
19th, 2020.

Out of respect to the advisement of the president of the United
States and consideration to public and member’s safety, the
Chapel Grove Church of Christ has decided to cancel all Sunday
afternoon and Wednesday evening services until further notice.
Out of conscience and loyalty to the command of God, even in
the face of possible risk, we will maintain Sunday morning



assembly at 10 A.M. to observe the communion, the collection,
and praise to God based on these scriptures (1 Cor. 11:2,18,23-29;
16:1-2; Acts 20:7; Hebrews 10:25).  Updates pending…

All of this to say, please consider this a serious issue.  Please be
considerate of others.  Please use proper hand hygiene.  Limit your
exposure to others as much as possible.  The proverb is true, lay with
dogs and get up with flees (although originally meant for a different
context).  While we are still assembling on Sunday mornings, we are
limiting our assemblies and accommodating the government’s and
infectious disease authority’s wishes as much as possible up to the
point of violating Christian duty.  Basically, we are trying to lay with
the dogs as little as possible so as not to give the coronafleas more
opportunities to jump on us.  Nonetheless, due to conscience and
loyalty to God’s commands, we must maintain Sunday morning
worship.  And while many secular readers and even said Christians
will jeer at the fact that we are still assembling on Sunday morning,
especially the fact about communing from one cup and one loaf, we
leave you with two scriptures-

2 Samuel 24:24- David said… “nor will I offer burnt offerings to the
Lord my God with that which costs me nothing.”
Acts 4:19- But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it
is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you
judge.

(If you find any error in this presentation, feel free to notify me, and I
will consider a revision.  I will address these and other issues
surrounding the topic on Sunday morning, March 22nd.)


