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May started with an encouraging online 
meeting with our coordinating breth-
ren back in the States. We agreed upon 
a goal of launching the basic version of 
our Enhance Your English Bible Course 
website within 30 days. Despite our bus-
iest months so far, we met our goal. The 
website is now live. Though it is in its early 
stages and still requires updates, it is help-
ing us to start reaching out to neighbors 
we have not yet met. Besides our own 
team of four who helped make it happen, 
we have also received insight and sug-
gestions from our contacts here. I am very 
excited to begin interacting with more in-
terested truth seekers through this tool.

LEARNING TO SAY “NO” I As the months 
pass by, we meet more people and make 
more friends. As a result we receive more 
and more invitations to meet together or 
travel around Korea with our growing list 

of contacts. The more connections we make, the more commitments 
we are pulled to make. This includes casual meetings, job opportuni-
ties, and commitments to help our local friends with their own per-
sonal endeavors. Each time we are presented with such an offer or 
commitment, we try to look at the potential within that meeting to 
fulfill our primary commitment to share the gospel. We ask ourselves 
whether each situation might help us in accomplishing that goal. Of-
ten the answer is yes. Sometimes, however, we find that the person 
making the offer is less interested in seeking truth than they are mere-
ly interested in our own novelty as foreigners or our usefulness as na-
tive English speakers. When this becomes apparent, we look for more 
fertile soil. Sometimes these decisions are difficult because it means 
deciphering a person’s intention and maybe cutting them off until 
they demonstrate an interest in the truth. However, I am encouraged 
by the Lord’s admonition, “Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor 
cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, 
and turn and tear you in pieces.” While we look to find the correct bal-
ance, we sow the seed, water, and cultivate the hearts as best as we 
can. Brother Ryan has been an immensely helpful partner in analyzing 
our various relationships and where we should be focusing our great-
est efforts. While it may seem like ‘saying no’ could be an unloving or 
unproductive practice, the reality is that we must say no to some in 
order to say yes to those who are truly interested in learning the truth. 

ENHANCE YOUR ENGLISH I In the past couple of months, we have 
reconnected with four more of our EYE Bible study students in face-
to-face studies. Ryan and I now work together in these studies, as 
well as in our Friday morning EYE online Bible study. We move 
through these materials very deliberately, reading each section mul-
tiple times and discussing the linguistic and biblical concepts they 
contain. This method of reading together and constantly check-
ing for understanding is yielding some encouraging fruit. More 
and more, our students tell us they are gaining helpful informa-
tion in their English skills as well as in Bible knowledge. The depth 
and sincerity of their questions is an indicator of this very thing. 

Interested in helping with the work in Korea? Please contact us at bradball01@gmail.com or ryanspradley@hotmail.com.
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Some of our acquaintances are not 
able to read and understand English 
as well as others. For this reason we 
have begun translating our Bible 
study materials into Korean. The pro-
cess for getting dependable transla-
tions is very tedious and involves a 
number of people and steps. How-
ever, the result is a product which al-
lows our Korean friends to learn the 
truth about God’s word in their own 
native language. This is, of course, 
the more natural and simpler way to 
acquire and process new knowledge. 
On this point: If you have ever won-
dered, like I have from time to time, 
why progress seems to be slow in 
our efforts here, there are two things 
that give me appreciation for the 
process. 1) Our students are learn-
ing, studying, and remaining com-
mitted in a language that is foreign 
to them. Consider for a moment how 
your own progress would be slowed 
if you were to study a new concept 
in a foreign language, having to stop 
frequently to seek definitions and 
explanations for the new concepts. 
Imagine the effort this would take 
for you as a student. Imagine also 
that your teacher’s understanding 
of your own native tongue is very 
limited. Consider, also, the effect this 
would have on your desire to learn 
and on your motivation to contin-
ue in your study, week after week. If 
all of these challenges existed and 
still you persisted in your search for 
truth, I would categorize that as an 
incredibly promising situation. 2) 
Our students have impressed me by 
the way that they consider the im-
plications of their newly-acquired 
understanding. To be sure, many of 
them never joined our class think-
ing our discussions would be so 
meaningful and so deep. However, 
often their questions begin with, 
“If I become a Christian…” It seems 

they recognize that Christ calls us 
to change our lives. Rather than 
dismissing this call to change, I see 
them weighing out the effort and the 
implications of becoming a Chris-
tian. What would it mean for their 
husband, their children, their rela-
tionship with their mother-in-law, 
their job, their social life, and their 
friends? These are exactly the ques-
tions we should all be asking our-
selves. I am encouraged to see and 
study with people who are count-
ing the cost of a life lived for God.

Another encouraging element of 
our studies with people here, is the 
insight we gain and the ideas they 
share concerning our own plans to 
study with people. As we have talked 
with our friends about the planning 
and progress of our website, some of 
them excitedly offered up the idea 
that we should offer not only online 
live chats, but also offer live, in-per-
son studies. Sounds kind of like a 
Gospel meeting to me! We have even 
had an offer from someone who said 
he would like to host and help adver-
tise the event. Although many Kore-
ans are still very wary of meeting in 
large groups due to the Coronavirus, 
we are very encouraged by the ex-
citement we are seeing in those who 
know of our plans for the website.

WORSHIP I In May and June, Jung-
Woo and SehJin joined our worship 
for all but two Sundays. For the two 
Sundays they did not attend, they  ac-
cepted invitations to a couple of lo-
cal denominations. For one of these 

trips, we were invited to join them. 
The family who invited Jung Woo 
has since expressed that they want 
to study the Bible with us. As soon 
as I have their contact info, I will be 
reaching out to them to do just that! 
Karl also joined us for the first time in 
a worship service. He said over and 
over that the experience was a bless-
ing and that he wants to join us again.

FOREIGN LIFE I JungWoo is open-
ing a coffee shop next month. He 
asked for us to help him in renova-
tions and more. As we were able we 
did what we could to help. Along 
with his gratitude, he has expressed 
that he is ready to resume our Bible 
studies. He has also said he intends 
to close his cafe on Sundays so that 
we can use it for a worship location. 

As we continue inviting visitors to 
our worship services, having access 
to a larger more public space seems 
like a prudent consideration. He has 
also said he wants to help me host 
a meeting of spiritually-minded peo-
ple we have met in town. Currently, 
many of our students have nothing in 
common aside from their familiarity 
with us. I believe that bringing them 
together will allow them to feel that 
they have support in their search 
for the truth, as well as laying the 
foundation of fellowship for those 
who decide to obey the Gospel.

Two weeks ago my English academy 
job resumed after a four-and-a-half 
month Coronavirus break. This is the 
job which allows me to maintain my 

Sunday lunch with Karl.

Jung Woo working on his coffee shop.



Visa to stay in the country without the 
usual international ‘visa hops’ which 
a tourist visa requires. With travel and 
residency restrictions increasing in 
recent months, I am grateful for the 
blessing of having a way to stay here 
and continue our work. We are far 
from finished here. If we were forced 
to leave because of a visa issue, that 
would be a great disappointment. 

The Spradleys were also able to se-
cure an extension and temporary 
resident status due to some clever 
thinking by my Korean boss and a 
letter from Tiffany’s maternity doc-
tor at the Womens’ Hospital. As nei-
ther of our situations is typical of the 
foreigners I have encountered, I can 
only attribute our success to God’s 
providence through good friends.

So much is happening right now, 
it is impossible to share every de-
tail. We are busier than ever before. 
Truly, it is a blessing to be busy for 
the Lord. As ever, we covet the 
prayers of our friends and breth-
ren in every place. We also pray 
for your own safety and success 
in the spread of the Gospel and in 
the strengthening of the brethren.

by: Ryan W. Spradley

Much has happened in the last several weeks! As always, we are 
grateful to the many who follow our journey and keep us in prayer. 
 We are blessed to be supported by such loving brethren in the USA.

   As a teenager, and honestly probably even up until the last year
    or so the concept of foreign evangelism was tinged in a sort of
  unattainable atmosphere to me. I had difficulty understanding
 families who committed themselves to replanting their lives
overseas. So much so that such an effort was never really something

    on my personal radar of ways I felt I could contribute to the Kingdom.
       Looking back, I suspect that a large reason for that sense of ‘unattainability’

was due to  how unfamiliar it all seemed. Part of our hope with this monthly correspondence is to 
share and “normalize” some of these experiences. Our prayer is that the exposure to our own experienc-
es (and blunders!) may encourage others to envision themselves in fields they might not have before! 

Home Sweet Home Tiffany and I finally have a home! Although I might have taken this for grant-
ed back in the States, that little sentence has such a powerfully different feeling here. It is such a simple state-
ment that does not appropriately convey all the work that went into being able to say it. This process took 4 
weeks, 10 different people, and boasted its fair share of ‘cultural miscommunications.’ Back home in the land of 
brisket, huge burgers, and even bigger trucks the process of moving has a pretty consistent picture. It is an im-
age of pizzas, a friend with a truck (or rented one), some buddies who ‘owe ya’, and the apparently timeless joke 
that everyone, regardless of their age, is ‘too old for this kind of thing!’ However, in Korea you are just as unlike-
ly to find a truck as you are a proper heart-attack burger. Please enjoy the mental image of three ‘Waygook’ (for-
eigner) human pack mules and one very pregnant lady rolling suitcases, backpacks, and chairs along the street 
moving from one apartment to the next, and then (wait for it!) up FOUR flights of stairs... You are welcome! 

The process of finding an apartment went along for several weeks as we weighed various options. In the 
USA we are used to the signing of the contract being the point of no return. It would seem that in Korean cul-
ture that moment comes a little earlier. Unfortunately, our big ol’ American sized shoes managed to step on 
a few toes due to this particular miscommunication. Perhaps that, in my mind, is one of the most challeng-
ing aspects of working in a culture so different from our own. I believe at times all four of us have experienced 
the bit of hair-pulling frustration that accompanies genuinely trying your absolute best to adapt, to be flexible, 
and to be considerate; but then ultimately still offend. At that point, it can almost feel like the only thing keep-
ing you from running outside and yelling into the sky is the knowledge that it will only make the ‘Waygook’ 
(you) seem even more strange! Many of these experiences have afforded a much deeper personal appreciation 
of the Christian’s expectation to extend grace, to be forgiving, and to not assume the worst in others. We have 
been grateful to see this quality demonstrated in many of our friends here as they forgive our cultural blunders!

The Waygook Diaries #1......................................



 Guy McAlister / gmcalister@rocketmail.com   >>>>•<<<<   Russel Creson / rdcre100@hotmail.com

One of the biggest reasons we are so encouraged by 
having a home is our desire to be able to demonstrate 
hospitality. The power and effectiveness of Christian 
hospitality is a value I have been fortunate to see 
demonstrated time and again by Christian examples 
in my life. We are eager to build on relationships with 
our friends in this way. Fortunately, the concept of 
hospitality is an attitude valued by Koreans as well. 
Here their houses are much smaller, so they mani-
fest hospitality typically by taking people out to eat. 
Food is the undisputed Korean love language. As a 
testament to how well he knows his guests, the host 
has the responsibility of ordering for the entire table! 
Although our cultures exhibit this trait in different 
ways - it has been such an encouragement to have 
this love for others in common. I think of Galatians 
5:22 and the fruit of goodness being specifically in 
reference to the ‘kindly’ aspect of a person accord-
ing to the original language. In our studies we have 
really been able to connect with Koreans on this as-
pect of Christianity they are already demonstrating! 

The Art of Life is Constant 
Readjustment

Last month, I alluded to the challenge of preparing 
lessons for a mixed audience of both native English 
speakers and EFL learners. It has certainly been hum-
bling to broadcast my own shortcomings in this new 
role. Trying to teach for a group like this makes the 
speaker keenly aware of how many idioms they often 
rely on, the ‘nervous ticks’ they possess, and the sub-
ject familiarity they take for granted. Y’all, that has 
stung. But, I am immensely grateful for the growth it 
has forced me to develop in my own lesson prep. It 
has required me to put in a substantially larger time 
commitment to prepare for what will be, by compari-
son, shorter lessons. For my lessons, being intention-
al by planning out exactly word for word what I in-
tend to say has been the most successful adjustment. 

I believe in the power of language. Phrasing, con-
notation, and rhetoric can be effective tools to help 
us share the Gospel and convey our need for Christ. 
There are certain words that are so vivid they prick 
our hearts and cause our eyes to swell. We see the 
merit of that demonstrated by the Apostle Paul on 

Mars Hill and by Peter on the Day of Pentecost - both 
impassioned speeches that spurred men to action in 
the moment. Believing in that aspect of communica-
tion has driven me to be mindful of those accounts 
when speaking to others about the Gospel. The Gos-
pel is real, the suffering of Christ is real, the objective 
gravity of sin is real; sharing those truths framed in 
language that presents their compellingness and re-
latability is a priority I have tried consciously to hone 
as a teacher. Perhaps you can sense the emptiness 
that such an approach could often result in when 
speaking with infinitely varied levels of language 
learners. I freely share the struggle it has been to 
adapt my approach as a teacher in a situation where 
that priority is practically useless in translation. It can 
be exacting to feel your identity as a teacher need to 
shift in such a fundamental way. What an admonition 
this has been for me lately. Returning to old truths 
and looking at them with this ‘adjusted’ lens, finding 
ways to boil down huge pictures into digestible con-
cepts, and all in language that is more accessible has 
almost felt like coming to the Gospel all over again. 
I have struggled through and loved the reminder 
that the truth of God’s Word is compelling no matter 
how it is framed when encountered by honest hearts. 
Learning to teach in this way has shown the need for 
significant stretching on my part - but I am so grateful 
for the growth it affords me as a learner and a teacher. 
 

If you’re still with me, congratulations! My hope is 
to continue to offer these insights as a way to help 
bring some of the collective experiences of our lives 
abroad back home. My prayer is that exposing others 
to these situations will make them seem a little less 
daunting to consider. The ork exists in every region of 
the globe. My encouragement here is this reminder: 
 

Whatever service we see needs to be done - we are 
never commanded to be the ‘proper’ tool; we are 
called to be a tool willing to be used. God will make 
sure we are used properly.  

If you have any questions about any of the things 
we’ve experienced let me know, I’d love to share 
with you: email me at ryanspradley@hotmail.com.

As always we send our love and prayers back to the 
States. Please continue to keep our efforts here in 
your own prayers!


